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Dear Stakeholder

RE: Consultation on the Proposal to Extend the Age Range of Coalbrookdale and
Ironbridge CE Primary Academy from 4-11 to 2-11 Years

We are writing to seek your views on a proposal to extend the age range of Coalbrookdale and
Ironbridge CE Primary Academy from 4-11 years to 2-11 years from September 2026.

The purpose of this proposal is to secure and further develop high-quality early years provision
within our community by bringing the existing nursery provision into the Academy.

Context

Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge Nursery has operated successfully from the school site for many
years and provides a valued service for local children and families. The nursery currently caters
for children aged 2-4 years and has worked in close partnership with Coalbrookdale and
Ironbridge CE Primary Academy for a considerable period of time.

The Nursery Committee and the Academy have been exploring opportunities to secure the long-
term sustainability and future growth of early years provision within the community. Through
these discussions, it has been agreed that transferring the provision into the Academy offers the
most sustainable solution for the future.

Subject to approval, responsibility for the nursery provision would transfer to Coalbrookdale and
Ironbridge CE Primary Academy from September 2026. The nursery charity would cease
operating, and the Academy would assume responsibility for the provision.

Proposal
The proposal is to extend the age range of Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge CE Primary Academy
from 4-11 years to 2-11 years.

This would enable the Academy to provide a seamless educational journey from age 2 through
to age 11 under one organisation, whilst maintaining the high-quality nursery provision currently
available to local families.

The nursery would continue to operate from its existing building on the school site, ensuring
continuity and familiarity for children and families.

In addition, the Academy has successfully secured nursery capital funding which will support a
significant refurbishment of the nursery accommodation during Summer 2026. This investment
will enhance the learning environment and help ensure that the provision continues to meet the
needs of local families for years to come.
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Rationale

- Long-Term Sustainability
The proposal would secure the future of nursery provision within the local community by placing
it within the Academy's established leadership, governance and operational structures.

- Continuity of Education
Children would benefit from a seamless educational journey from age 2 through to age 11,
supporting smooth transitions and continuity in learning and development.

- Enhanced Support for Children
The Academy would be able to identify and support children's needs at an earlier stage, helping
to ensure that appropriate interventions and support are in place from the earliest years.

- Improved Support for Families
The proposal would provide greater continuity and consistency for families and create a clear
pathway from nursery into Reception and beyond.

- Investment in Facilities
The planned refurbishment of the nursery accommodation will provide improved facilities and
learning environments for current and future children.

- Growth and Development of Provision
The Academy believes there is an opportunity to strengthen and expand the existing nursery
provision, creating additional nursery places to meet future demand from local families.

What Happens Next?
The consultation period will run from Friday 19 June 2026 until Friday 10 July 2026.

We welcome comments, questions and feedback from all stakeholders. Following the
consultation period, all responses received will be carefully considered before a final decision is
made regarding the proposal.

If you would like to respond to this consultation, please email: a3315@taw.org.uk

Thank you for taking the time to consider this proposal and share your views.
Yours sincerely

A

Mrs M Dhaliwal
Headteacher
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