
Unit Planner: History 
Curriculum Long Term Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception 

 Past and present: 
How have I changed over time? 
What was life like for a 4/5 year old in the 
past? 
 
People cultures and Communities: 
Who is important to me? 
What places are special to me? 
Who is in our community and what do they 
do? (people who help us) 
 

Past and present: 
How has Coalbrookdale changed over 
time? 
How has transport changed over time? 
 
People cultures and Communities: 
What places are special to others and why? 
Who is in our community and what do they 
do? (farmers) 

 

Past and present: 
How is our world changing? 
How can we look after it? 
 
People cultures and Communities: 
What is life like in different countries? 
Who is in our community and what do they 
do? (Zookeeper) 

 

Curriculum 
Connections 

All about me  
People who help us  
Celebrations 

Farming  
Landscapes  
Transport 

Life cycles of plants and animals 
Habitats  
Weather 

Core Knowledge 

The past is something that has already 
happened. 
The present is happening now. 
They were younger in the past. 
People grow and change over time. 
Adults were once children. 
Some things change over time. 
Some things stay the same. 
“A long time ago” means before we were 
born. 
We can learn about the past from 
photographs and stories. 

 

Coalbrookdale is the place where we live / 
go to school. 
Coalbrookdale looked different a long time 
ago. 
There were more factories and ironworks 
in the past. 
People worked in different jobs in the past 
(e.g. ironworkers). 
Some buildings in Coalbrookdale are very 
old. 
The Iron Bridge was built a long time ago. 
Some parts of Coalbrookdale have 
changed. 
Some parts have stayed the same. 

Core Knowledge – Coalbrookdale 
Coalbrookdale is the place where we 
live/go to school. 
Coalbrookdale looked different a long time 
ago. 
There were factories in Coalbrookdale in 
the past. 
Some buildings in Coalbrookdale are old. 
The Iron Bridge was built a long time ago. 
Some things in Coalbrookdale have 
changed. 
Some things have stayed the same. 
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Core Knowledge – Transport 
Children will know that: 
Transport helps people move from one 
place to another. 
In the past, people travelled in different 
ways. 
Horses and carts were used before cars. 
Trains and boats have been used for a long 
time. 
Modern transport is faster than transport 
in the past. 
Some types of transport are old. 
Some types of transport are new. 

 

Core Knowledge – Transport 
Transport helps people travel from one 
place to another. 
In the past, people used horses and carts. 
Cars are transport we use now. 
Trains have been used for a long time. 
Transport today is faster than in the past. 
Some transport is old. 
Some transport is new. 
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Year 1 

Cracking Ideas 
– Who Invented 
That?  
 
George 
Stevenson 
Tim-Berners-
Lee 

Alexander 
Graham Bell 

Geography Unit 

Photographs 
from History: 
What can they 
tell us about 
our school?  
 
Blists Hill 

 

In what ways 
have women 
changed the 
world? 
 
Freshwater 
Theatre 
Florence 
Nightingale 
Rosa Parks 

Geography Unit 

Curriculum 
Connections 

DT: Making a wheel    
DT: Telling stories 

with fabric 
 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

  Learn that 
George Stephenson 
invented the steam 
locomotive in the 
1820s, and place 
this on a simple 
timeline.  
  Know that 
Alexander Graham 
Bell invented the 
telephone in 1876, 
using vocabulary 
such as inventor, 
communication, 
technology.  

 
 

  Discover that 
Ironbridge was built 
in 1779, becoming 
the world’s first 
iron bridge, and 
place this date on a 
class timeline.  
  Explore how 
people in 
Coalbrookdale and 
Ironbridge lived and 
worked in the past, 
using vocabulary 
like industrial, forge, 
iron, and Victorian.  

 

  Learn who 
Florence 
Nightingale (1820–
1910) was and how 
she improved 
hospitals during the 
Crimean War 
(1854–1856).  
  Identify Rosa 
Parks (1913–2005) 
and understand why 
her actions in 1955 
helped change 
unfair rules in 
America.  
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  Learn that Sir Tim 
Berners-Lee created 
the World Wide 
Web in 1989, and 
identify how 
computers help us 
share information 
today.  
  Compare old and 
new inventions by 
looking at pictures 
and artefacts of 
trains, telephones, 
and early 
computers.  
  Ask and answer 
questions such as 
“Why was this 
invention 
important?” or 
“How did this help 
people?”.  
  Sort inventions 
into past and 
present, practising 
chronological 
vocabulary like 
before, after, long 
ago, and now. 
 

  Handle or 
observe local 
artefacts, such as 
bricks, tools, or old 
maps, and discuss 
what they tell us 
about school and 
community history.  
  Compare 
photographs or 
drawings of school 
buildings then and 
now to understand 
change over time.  
  Ask historical 
questions such as 
“What was this 
object used for?” or 
“Who might have 
used it?”.  
  Use simple 
fieldwork skills by 
exploring the school 
grounds and 
identifying features 
that show historical 
changes. 
 

  Use vocabulary 
such as equality, 
rights, nurse, 
campaign, brave, 
and fairness.  
  Look at real or 
replica sources, 
such as old 
photographs, lamps 
like Nightingale’s, 
and bus images 
linked to Rosa Parks.  
  Place key life 
events of Florence 
Nightingale and 
Rosa Parks on a 
simple timeline.  
  Ask thoughtful 
questions to 
understand the 
past, for example 
“How do we know 
this happened?” or 
“What makes 
someone a hero?”. 
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Year 2 Geography Unit 

How have great 
and ghastly 
events shaped 
our lives? 
 
Guy Fawkes 
WWI 
Great Fire of 
London 

Geography Unit 

What 
discoveries did 
explorers make 
that changed 
our way of 
thinking? 
 
Freshwater 
Theatre 
Christopher 
Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong 

 

How has 
Coalbrookdale 
changed from 
the past to 
now? 
 
High Street 
Blists Hill 
Change in High 
Street 

Geography Unit 

Curriculum 
Connections 

 
DT: Felt Poppies 

Remembrance Day 
Fireworks Night 

    

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

  Learn that Guy 
Fawkes and the 
Gunpowder Plot 
happened in 1605, 
using vocabulary 
such as plot, 
parliament, and 
conspiracy.  
  Know that the 
Great Fire of 
London took place 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Learn that 
Christopher 
Columbus sailed 
across the Atlantic 
in 1492, using 
words like voyage, 
explorer, New 
World, and 
navigation.  
  Know that Neil 
Armstrong landed 

  Learn that the 
Iron Bridge was 
built in 1779 and 
helped 
Coalbrookdale and 
Ironbridge become 
important industrial 
areas.  
  Identify how the 
high street, shops, 
and transport have 
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in 1666, started in 
Pudding Lane, and 
recognise why 
houses burned so 
quickly.  
  Understand that 
World War I began 
in 1914 and ended 
in 1918, and explore 
why people wear 
poppies as a symbol 
of remembrance.  
  Place these three 
key events on a 
chronological 
timeline, using 
century, before, and 
after.  
  Look at historical 
sources, such as 
Samuel Pepys’ diary, 
WWI photographs, 
and drawings of the 
Houses of 
Parliament, and 
discuss what they 
show.  
  Ask and answer 
questions like “How 
do we know what 
happened?”, “What 

on the Moon in 
1969 and said the 
famous line, “That’s 
one small step for 
man…”, introducing 
vocabulary such as 
astronaut, 
spacecraft, and 
mission.  
  Identify how 
exploration 
changed what 
people understood 
about the world 
and space, 
comparing land and 
space exploration.  
  Place Columbus 
and Armstrong on a 
timeline, noticing 
the big gap in time 
between their 
achievements.  
  Use maps, 
paintings, 
photographs, and 
video clips as 
sources to compare 
what exploration 
looked like in 1492 
and 1969.  

changed over time, 
using vocabulary 
like industrial, 
Victorian, trade, and 
modern.  
  Look closely at 
old photographs, 
maps, and artefacts 
to understand how 
buildings and 
businesses have 
changed.  
  Compare the 
appearance and 
uses of the high 
street then and 
now, discussing 
what has 
disappeared, what 
has stayed the 
same, and what is 
new.  
  Place key changes 
on a simple local 
timeline, showing 
how the area 
developed from the 
1700s to today.  
  Ask and 
investigate 
questions such as 
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changed because of 
this event?”, or 
“Would it be the 
same today?”. 
 

  Ask questions 
such as “What 
difficulties did 
explorers face?”, 
“How did their 
discoveries change 
people’s ideas?”, 
and “How do 
sources help us 
learn about them?”. 
 

“Who used this 
building?”, “Why do 
certain shops no 
longer exist?”, and 
“What evidence 
shows how life has 
changed?”. 
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Year 3 

Stone Age to the 
Iron Age: How did 
life change in 
Britain? 
 
Stone Age 
Experience 
Hunter Gatherers 
Farming 
Technology 
Skara Brae 
Stonehenge  
Technological 
Development   

Geography Unit 
  

Geography Unit 

What was the 
impact of the 
Romans on 
Britain? 
 
Chester/Wroxeter 
Invasion of Britain 
Boudicca and 
resistance 
Technology 
Life in Anglo-
Saxon vs Roman 
Life  

 

How do historians 
know what it was 
like to be a child 
during the 
Industrial 
Revolution? 
 
Museum of Iron  

Blists Hill? 

Geography Unit 

Curriculum 
Connections 

   DT Roman Mosaics 
Local Geography 

Unit 
DT: Mechanisms 

 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

  Know that the 
Stone Age began 
around 800,000 
BCE, farming began 
in the Neolithic 
around 4000 BCE, 
the Bronze Age 
started around 
2500 BCE, and the 
Iron Age began 
around 800 BCE, 
and place these 

 
 

 

  Learn that the 
Romans invaded 
Britain in AD 43 
under Emperor 
Claudius, and place 
this event on a 
timeline alongside 
the Iron Age.  
  Know who 
Boudicca was, why 
she led a rebellion 
in AD 60–61, and 

  Learn that the 
Industrial 
Revolution took 
place from the late 
1700s to the 1800s, 
with Ironbridge and 
Coalbrookdale 
becoming important 
industrial centres.  
  Understand the 
kinds of jobs 
children did 
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periods on a 
timeline.  
  Understand how 
hunter-gatherers 
survived using tools, 
fire, and natural 
resources, using 
vocabulary like 
nomadic, flint, and 
prehistoric.  
  Learn that Skara 
Brae (built around 
3000 BCE) is a 
well-preserved 
Stone Age 
settlement that tells 
us about homes, 
tools, and daily life.  
  Explore 
Stonehenge, built 
between 3000–
2000 BCE, and 
discuss theories 
about its purpose, 
using terms such as 
monument, ancient, 
and archaeology.  
  Identify how 
farming, 
metalworking, and 
technology (from 

explore vocabulary 
such as empire, 
conquest, legion, 
and tribe.  
  Identify key 
Roman technologies 
including roads, 
aqueducts, towns, 
mosaics, central 
heating, and 
understand how 
they changed life in 
Britain.  
  Explore Roman 
daily life: homes, 
baths, food, 
clothing, religion, 
and differences 
between Romans 
and Celts.  
  Compare 
different sources 
such as archaeology 
(villas, coins, roads), 
Roman writing, and 
modern 
reconstructions, 
noticing how they 
give different types 
of evidence.  

locally—such as 
working in 
ironworks, mines, 
factories, or 
potteries—using 
vocabulary like 
industry, labour, 
apprentice, and 
manufacture.  
  Explore how 
inventions, 
machines, and 
factories changed 
work, school, and 
family life for 
children in the area.  
  Use local sources 
such as 
photographs, 
census records, 
factory tools, maps, 
and oral histories to 
learn about 
children’s 
experiences.  
  Compare life for 
children during the 
Industrial 
Revolution with 
childhood today, 
identifying 
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flint tools to bronze 
and iron) changed 
life, food, and 
settlement patterns.  
  Study artefacts, 
archaeological 
evidence, and site 
reconstructions to 
ask questions like 
“How do we know 
what life was like 
without written 
records?”. 
 

  Ask historical 
questions such as 
“What did the 
Romans leave 
behind?”, “How 
reliable is this 
source?”, and “How 
were Roman and 
Celtic lives 
different?”. 
 

improvements in 
safety, education, 
and rights.  
  Ask thoughtful 
questions like 
“What evidence 
tells us children 
worked in these 
jobs?”, “Whose 
voices are missing 
from the records?”, 
and “How accurate 
is this source?”. 
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Year 4 

What changed 
when the 

Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots 
invaded 
Britain? 

Geography Unit Geography Unit 

Do the Vikings 
deserve their 
reputation as 

violent 
warriors? 

Why did the 
Ancient 

Egyptians build 
pyramids? 

Geography Unit 

Curriculum 
Connections 

DT: Anglo-Saxon 
Jewellery 

  DT: Viking Puppet   

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

Know that the 
Anglo-Saxons 
began settling in 
Britain from around 
AD 410, after the 
Romans left, and 
place their arrival 
on a personal or 
class timeline.  
  Learn the names 
of key groups: 
Angles, Saxons, 
Jutes, and Picts, 
and use vocabulary 
such as migration, 
settlement, 
kingdom, and 
invaders.  
  Identify the early 
Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms (e.g., 

 

 
 

 Know that the 
Viking Age began 

around AD 793 with 
the raid on 

Lindisfarne and 
continued until 

around AD 1066, 
and place these 

dates on a timeline.  
  Learn who the 
Vikings were—

people from 
Norway, Sweden, 
and Denmark—
using vocabulary 

like longship, raider, 
trader, settler, and 

saga.  
  Recognise that 
Vikings were not 
only warriors but 

Learn that the first 
pyramids were built 

around 2600 BCE, 
during the Old 

Kingdom, and place 
key events (Old 

Kingdom, Middle 
Kingdom, New 
Kingdom) on a 

timeline.  
  Understand that 
pyramids were built 

as tombs for 
pharaohs, 

introducing 
vocabulary 

including pharaoh, 
afterlife, 

mummification, 
hieroglyphics, and 

tomb.  

 



Unit Planner: History 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Northumbria, 
Mercia, Wessex) 
and understand 
how they shaped 
early medieval 
Britain.  
Learn about the 
Anglo-Saxon rulers 
and be able to 
name Alfred the 
Great 
Identify some of the 
aspects of daily life 
of the Anglo-Saxons, 
including beliefs 
and day to day 
practices 
  Examine primary 
sources, such as 
archaeological finds 
from Sutton Hoo, 
and secondary 
sources, such as 
historians’ 
reconstructions.  
  Ask deeper 
historical questions 
like “Why did the 
Anglo-Saxons settle 
where they did?”, 
“How do artefacts 

also farmers, 
craftsmen, traders, 

and explorers, 
settling in places 

such as York 
(Jorvik).  

  Study the 
experiences of key 

figures such as King 
Alfred the Great 

and his resistance to 
Viking invasions.  

  Compare primary 
sources (e.g., 
artefacts from 

Jorvik, runestones, 
chronicles) with 

secondary sources 
(modern books, 

videos), exploring 
how reputations can 

be shaped.  
  Ask critical 

questions like “Why 
might monks 

describe Vikings as 
violent?”, “What 

evidence suggests 
they were also 
settlers?”, and 
evaluate how 

  Explore famous 
pyramids such as 

the Step Pyramid of 
Djoser (c. 2667 BCE) 

and the Great 
Pyramid of Khufu 

(c. 2560 BCE).  
  Learn about 

Egyptian society—
scribes, farmers, 
craftsmen—and 
how their beliefs 
influenced their 
construction of 

pyramids.  
  Investigate 

primary sources 
such as wall 

paintings, artefacts, 
and hieroglyphic 
inscriptions, and 
distinguish them 
from secondary 
sources such as 

historians’ 
interpretations.  
  Ask informed 
questions like 

“What do pyramids 
tell us about 

Egyptian beliefs?”, 
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show us how they 
lived?”, and critique 
how reliable a 
source may be. 
 

history can be 
biased. 

 

“How do we know 
how pyramids were 

built?”, and 
evaluate how 

different sources 
support different 

ideas. 
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Year 5 

Who had the 
biggest impact on 
the world: Ancient 
Greece or Ancient 
Egypt?  

 

  
Why was the 

House of Wisdom 
Built? 

What do we know 
of the Coalport 
Ferry Disaster and 
how did it alter 
the way workers 
were treated?  
 
Adrian Marsh and 
Bob Coalport 
Ferry Disaster  
 
Coalport China 
Museum  

 

 

Curriculum 
Connections 

DT: Design Water 
Moving Mechanism 

   
Drama Project – 
Coalport Ferry 

Disaster 
 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

  Know that 
Ancient Egypt 
lasted from around 
3100 BCE to 30 BCE, 
and Ancient Greece 
from around 2000 
BCE to 146 BCE, and 
place both on a 
comparative 
timeline.  
  Learn key Greek 
achievements—

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Know that the 
House of Wisdom 
was founded in 
Baghdad in the 
early 9th century (c. 
830 CE) during the 
rule of Caliph 
al-Ma'mun, and 
place it within the 
Islamic Golden Age 
(8th–13th centuries 
CE).  

  Learn that the 
Coalport Ferry 
Disaster happened 
on 23 October 
1799, when 
overcrowding and 
rough river 
conditions caused 
the ferry to 
overturn on the 
River Severn.  

 



Unit Planner: History 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

democracy in 
Athens (5th century 
BCE), Olympic 
Games, 
mathematics, 
philosophy—using 
vocabulary such as 
city-state, citizen, 
mythology, and 
architecture.  
  Understand 
major Egyptian 
contributions 
including 
hieroglyphics, 
pyramids, 
mummification, 
and centralised rule 
under pharaohs.  
  Analyse primary 
sources (e.g., Greek 
pottery, Egyptian 
wall reliefs, 
artefacts) and 
secondary sources 
to understand what 
each civilisation left 
behind.  
  Ask evaluative 
questions like 
“Which ideas still 

  Understand its 
purpose as a centre 
for learning, 
translation, 
mathematics, 
astronomy, 
medicine, and 
philosophy, using 
vocabulary such as 
scholar, manuscript, 
translation 
movement, and 
astronomy.  
  Learn about 
influential scholars 
such as 
Al-Khwarizmi 
(founder of 
algebra), Ibn Sina 
(Avicenna), and 
Al-Biruni, and their 
global 
contributions.  
  Explore why 
Baghdad became a 
centre of learning—
its trade routes, 
wealth, libraries, 
and the Abbasid 
commitment to 
knowledge.  

  Understand the 
industrial context of 
the Ironbridge 
Gorge in the late 
18th century, using 
vocabulary such as 
industry, labour, 
working conditions, 
accident, and 
reform.  
  Study the lives of 
local workers—
miners, 
ironworkers, 
ceramic workers—
and how dangerous 
conditions led to 
calls for improved 
safety and workers’ 
rights.  
  Explore a range of 

primary sources, 
including local 

newspaper reports, 
parish records, 

maps, and 
memorials, to piece 

together what 
happened.  

  Identify how the 
disaster contributed 



Unit Planner: History 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

influence us 
today?”, “What 
makes an impact 
lasting?”, and “How 
reliable is this 
evidence?” 

 

  Examine primary 
sources, including 
medieval scientific 
manuscripts and 
maps, and compare 
to secondary 
interpretations of 
the Golden Age.  
  Ask deeper 
questions like “How 
did knowledge 
travel across 
empires?”, “Why 
did rulers value 
scholarship?”, and 
“Which discoveries 
still shape our world 
today?”. 

 

to changes such as 
calls for safer 
crossing points, 
better employer 
responsibility, and 
early ideas about 
worker protection.  
  Ask investigative 
questions like “Why 
did this happen?”, 
“Whose stories do 
the sources include 
or leave out?”, and 
“How reliable are 
local accounts of the 
event?”. 
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Year 6 

How did the 
Islamic Golden 
Age influence 

the 
development of 

the modern 
world?   

  

How did World 
War II affect 

and change life 
in Shropshire?   

Who were the 
Abraham Darby 
dynasty and 
why was the 
family 
significant to 
Coalbrookdale?  
 
Darby Houses  

 

 

Curriculum 
Connections 

House of Wisdom, 
Y5 

     

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

Know that the 
Islamic Golden Age 
lasted from the 8th 
to the 14th 
centuries CE, and 
place key dates 
(founding of 
Baghdad in 762 CE, 
House of Wisdom 
flourishing in 9th–
10th centuries) on a 
timeline.  
  Learn about 
influential figures 
such as 
Al-Khwarizmi 

  

  Know that World 
War II lasted from 
1939 to 1945, and 
place local events—
such as evacuations 
to Shropshire, the 
role of RAF stations, 
and changes to 
farming—on a 
timeline.  
  Learn key 
vocabulary 
including evacuee, 
rationing, blackout, 
home front, 

  Know that 
Abraham Darby I 
pioneered 
coke-fired iron 
smelting in 1709, 
and place the work 
of Abraham Darby 
II (1711–1763) and 
Abraham Darby III 
(1750–1789) on a 
family timeline.  
  Understand why 
the Darby family 
transformed 
Coalbrookdale into 
a major industrial 
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(algebra), Ibn 
Sina/Avicenna 
(medicine), and Ibn 
al-Haytham 
(optics), using 
vocabulary such as 
innovation, 
scholarship, 
translation, 
astronomy, and 
algebra.  
  Understand how 
knowledge travelled 
across the world 
through trade 
routes, translation 
movements, and 
the preservation of 
Greek, Persian, and 
Indian texts.  
  Analyse primary 
sources such as 
scientific 
manuscripts, early 
maps, and 
diagrams, and 
compare them with 
secondary 
interpretations.  
  Examine how 
some later sources 

propaganda, and 
civil defence.  
  Understand how 
the war affected 
daily life in 
Shropshire: arrival 
of evacuees, air-raid 
preparations, 
farming increases, 
women taking on 
new roles, and the 
use of local industry.  
  Explore a range of 
primary sources, 
including wartime 
posters, diaries, 
ration books, 
photographs, and 
government 
instructions, 
discussing how 
propaganda was 
used.  
  Evaluate bias in 
wartime sources—
e.g., recognising 
how posters 
encouraged 
particular 
behaviours or 

centre, using 
vocabulary such as 
smelting, 
innovation, industry, 
entrepreneur, and 
Industrial 
Revolution.  
  Learn that 
Abraham Darby III 
built the Iron Bridge 
in 1779, the world’s 
first iron bridge, 
which helped 
change transport, 
trade, and 
engineering.  
  Examine primary 
sources such as 
ironworks records, 
engineering 
drawings, maps, 
early photographs, 
and newspaper 
articles describing 
the Darby family’s 
impact.  
  Identify bias in 
sources—e.g., 
promotional 
writings from the 
ironworks versus 
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or European 
accounts may show 
bias, downplay 
Islamic 
achievements, or 
present the period 
from a Eurocentric 
viewpoint.  
  Ask evaluative 
questions such as 
“Which discoveries 
still influence 
science today?”, 
“Why might some 
sources over- or 
under-represent 
certain 
achievements?”, 
and “How do 
historians piece 
together evidence 
from different 
places?” 
 

shaped public 
opinion.  
  Ask critical 
questions such as 
“How reliable is this 
account?”, “Whose 
experiences are 
represented or 
missing?”, and 
“How might 
propaganda 
influence what 
people believed?”. 
 

accounts from 
workers—and 
consider how 
perspectives differ.  
  Ask informed 
historical questions 
such as “How did 
Darby’s inventions 
change life for 
workers?”, “What 
evidence shows 
their long-term 
impact?”, and “Are 
all sources equally 
reliable?”. 
 

 

 

 


