
Unit Planner: Art 
Curriculum Long Term Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception 

What can we see? Finding Circles, Artist 
Kandinsky 
How can we explore colour? Collaging 
with Wax  
Crayon Rubbings 
How can we use our bodies to make art? 
Painting with string  
How can we use our imaginations? Night 
Time collage   

What can we see? Observational drawing  
How can we explore colour? Collecting, 
Arranging, Drawing 
How can we use our bodies to make art? 
Movement Maps 
Compositions inspired Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo, Fruit drawing   
How can we use our imaginations? Still Life  

 

What can we see? Natural Observational 
and  
Imaginative Drawing Andy Goldsworthy  
How can we explore colour? Artist Matisse, 
Snail (French link) 
How can we explore 3D materials? Clay Play 

 

Curriculum 
Connections 

Shape, gross motor skills Fruit Colour 

Core Knowledge Colour, painting, collage 
Observational drawing, portraits, 

still life. 
Clay, observational drawing,  

Year 1  

How can we 
create a collage 
to celebrate the 

UK? 
Collage of 

landmarks/flags 

How can we use 
drawing 

techniques to 
show our school? 

Drawing 

  

How can we use 
painting to show 

the changing 
seasons? 
Painting 

(Weather/season) 
Curriculum 

Connections 
 Geog: Unique UK Geog: Local area   

Geog: Weather 
Sci: Seasons 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

Use a combination of 
materials that are cut, 
torn and glued.  
 
Sort and arrange 
materials. Mix 
materials to create 
texture.   
 
 

Draw lines of different 
sizes and thickness. 
  
Colour (own work) 
neatly following the 
lines.  
 
Show pattern and 
texture by adding dots 
and lines. 

  Use thick and thin 
brushes.   
 
Mix primary colours to 
make secondary 
colours.   
 
Add white to colours to 
make tints and black to 
colours to make tones.   
 
Create colour wheels.  

Year 2  

How can we use 
paint to show 

the colours and 
movement of 

the ocean? 
Painting – The 

Wave 

What techniques 
can we use to 

shape clay into 
an igloo? 

Sculpture – Clay 
igloo 

 

  

How can we use 
tools and colours 

to create art 
inspired by India? 

Drawing and 
Painting – 

Madhubani Art 
Curriculum 

Connections 
 

Geog: Oceans and 
Continents 

Geog: Hot and Cold 
places 

  Geog: India and the UK 



Unit Planner: Art 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

Knowledge of ukiyo-e 
artist Hokusai and his 
work. 
 
Use thick and thin 
brushes.   
 
Mix primary colours to 
make secondary 
colours.   
 
Add white to colours 
to make tints and 
black to colours to 
make tones.   
 
Create colour wheels.  
 
 
 

Use a combination of 
shapes. Include lines 
and texture.   
 
Use rolled up paper, 
straws, paper, card and 
clay as materials.   
 
Use techniques such as 
rolling, cutting, molding 
and carving.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Draw lines of different 
sizes and thicknesses.   
 
Colour (own work) 
neatly, following the 
lines.   
 
Show pattern and 
texture by adding dots 
and lines.   
 
Show different tones by 
using coloured pencils.  
 
Use thick and thin 
brushes.   
 
Mix primary colours to 
make secondary 
colours.   
 
Add white to colours to 
make tints and black to 
colours to make tones.   
 
Create colour wheels.  

Year 3  

How can we use 
pastels to show 
the vibrant city 
of Birmingham? 
Pencil Drawing 

/ Pastels 
(line/tone) 

 What materials 
and techniques 
can we use to 
print with ink?  

Printing (Coasts 
and Cliffs) 

  

How can we use 
shapes patterns 
and colours to 

create a Nigerian 
mask image? 

Charcoal Drawing 
/ Oil Pastels 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Curriculum 
Connections 

 
Geog: Local Area - 

Birmingham 
Geog: Landscape of the 

UK (coasts) 
  Geog: Nigeria 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

Pastel Work 
Pencil drawing – field 
notes 

 
Use different 
hardnesses of pencils 
to show line, tone and 
texture.   
 
Annotate sketches to 
explain and elaborate 
ideas.   
 
Sketch lightly (no need 
to use a rubber to 
correct mistakes).  
 
Use shading to show 
light and shadow.   

Ink printing 
Use layers of 2 or more 
patterns 
 
Use layers of two or 
more colours.   
 
Replicate patterns 
observed in natural or 
built environments.   
 
Make printing blocks 
(e.g. from coiled string 
glued to a block).   
 
Make precise repeating 
patterns.  
 

  

Charcoal drawing 
Oil pastels 
Nigerian traditional 
artwork 
Ancient Nok sculpture 
Benin Masks 
Self-portrait using style 
of Nigeria 
 
Use different hardnesses 
of pencils to show line, 
tone and texture.   
 
Annotate sketches to 
explain and elaborate 
ideas.   
 
Sketch lightly (no need 
to use a rubber to 
correct mistakes).  
 
Use shading to show 
light and shadow.   

Year 4  

Why is mod-roc 

suitable for 

recreating 

Greek 

architecture? 

Sculpture 

How do we 
present 

perspective 
through collage? 
Collage/Sculpture 
(Carding Mill in a 

box) 

  

How do we show 
depth and tone 

through 
watercolour? 

Painting 
(Watercolours) 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Curriculum 
Connections 

 

Geog: Greek 
Study – 

European focus 
Geog: Rivers   Geog: Mountains 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

Mod-Roc 
Greek Architecture 
 
Create and combine 
shapes to create 
recognisable forms 
(e.g. shapes made 
from nets or solid 
materials).   
 
Include texture that 
conveys feelings, 
expression or 
movement.   
 
Use clay and other 
mouldable 
materials.   
 
Add materials to 
provide interesting 
detail.  

Cardboard 
manipulation 
 
Select and arrange 
materials for a striking 
effect.   
 
Ensure work is 
precise.   
 
Use coiling, 
overlapping, 
tessellation, mosaic 
and montage.  
 
Create and combine 
shapes to create 
recognisable forms 
(e.g. shapes made 
from nets or solid 
materials).   
 
Include texture that 
conveys feelings, 
expression or 
movement.   
 
Add materials to 
provide interesting 
detail.  

  Watercolour painting 
 
Use a number of 
brush techniques 
using thick and thin 
brushes to produce 
shapes, textures, 
patterns and lines.    
 
Mix colours 
effectively.   
 
Use watercolour paint 
to produce washes for 
backgrounds then add 
detail.   
 
Experiment with 
creating mood with 
colour. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 5  

How can we 
create art 

inspired by 
Brazilian street 

artists? 
Printing 

Does art have to 
be just one 

picture? 
Digital Media 

  

How can we use 
brushwork to 

show the beauty 
of Cherry 

Blossoms? 
Ink Painting 

Curriculum 
Connections 

 Geog: Brazil Geog: Volcanoes   Geog: Biomes - Japan 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

Stencils 
Graffiti 
 
Build up layers of 
colours.  
 
Create an accurate 
pattern, showing 
fine detail.   
 
Use a range of visual 
elements to reflect 
the purpose of the 
work.  

Purple Mash – 
Animated Art 
 
Enhance digital media 
by editing (including 
sound, video, 
animation, still images 
and installations).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Ink 
Mt. Fuji 
Cherry Blossom 
 
Sketch (lightly) before 
painting to combine 
line and colour.   
 
Create a colour palette 
based upon colours 
observed in the 
natural or built world.  
 
Use the qualities of 
watercolour and 
acrylic paints to create 
visually interesting 
pieces.  
 
Combine colours, 
tones and tints to 
enhance the mood of 
a piece.   
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Use brush techniques 
and the qualities of 
paint to create 
texture.   
 
Develop a personal 
style of painting, 
drawing, based on 
ideas from other 
artists.  

Year 6  

How can we 
capture the 
beauty of 
Quebec’s 

architecture? 
Painting 

How do I see 
myself through 

art? 
Pencil Drawing 

  

How can we use 

art to show the 

beauty of the 

Amazon 

Rainforest? 

Mixed Media 
Curriculum 

Connections 
 Geog: Quebec Geog: Grid References   

Geog: Biomes - 
Amazon 

Core Knowledge 
and skills 

 

Old Town buildings 
Techniques to add 
effects (sunlight, 
shadows, reflection) 
Watercolour 
Acrylic Paint 
 
Sketch (lightly) 
before painting to 
combine line and 
colour.   
 

Self-Portraits  
Line drawing 
Fine detail 
Use of varying 
techniques chosen by 
children. 
 
Use a variety of 
techniques to add 
interesting effects 
(e.g. reflections, 
shadows, direction of 
sunlight).  

  Wire to make frame 

structure 

Children select 

technique 

 

Show lifelike qualities 

and real-life 

proportions or, if more 

abstract, provoke 

different 

interpretations.   
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Create a colour 
palette based upon 
colours observed in 
the natural or built 
world.  
 
Use the qualities of 
watercolor and 
acrylic paints to 
create visually 
interesting pieces.  
 
Combine colours, 
tones and tints to 
enhance the mood 
of a piece.   
 
Use brush 
techniques and the 
qualities of paint to 
create texture.   
 
Develop a personal 
style of painting, 
drawing, based on 
ideas from other 
artists.  

 
Use a choice of 
techniques to depict 
movement, 
perspective, shadows 
and reflection.  
 
Choose a style of 
drawing suitable for 
the work (e.g. realistic 
or impressionistic).  
 
Use line to represent 
movement.  
 

Use tools to carve and 

add shapes, texture 

and pattern.   

 

Combine visual and 

tactile qualities.   

 

Use frameworks (such 

as wire or molds) to 

provide stability and 

form. 

 

 

 

 


