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Religious Education Policy

Vision Statement
Jesus said: ‘Love each other as | have loved you’. John 15:12

Our school motto, ‘Living life in all its fullness’ is at the heart of everything we do and
believe.

At Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge C.E Primary School, we aim to prepare the children in
our care to become well-rounded members of society on their journey through school
life and beyond.

We strongly believe that children learn best and achieve their full potential when they
are happy and feel secure. We strive to provide a safe learning environment with a
warm and welcoming atmosphere that fosters a sense of belonging among children,
staff, families and the wider community. We value each individual’s uniqueness and
diversity, promoting respect and acceptance of one another as equals and celebrating
the differences that make our community so special.

We have high expectations of the children, and we work hard to support them to
become the best that they can be. For our children to flourish, socially and
academically, we aim to provide an outstanding education that is both challenging and
inclusive. All children are encouraged to embrace the many opportunities, and the
support school provides, so that they become curious learners who are motivated and
resilient with a ‘Can do’ attitude. Our aim is to provide the children of Coalbrookdale &
Ironbridge with countless positive experiences, along with happy lifelong memories,
from their time with us. We also have high expectations of attendance. We encourage
families to be at school every day and to arrive on time in order to not miss any
learning.

Through our supportive and inclusive Christian ethos, we are proud to foster our school
values of trust, responsibility, respect, compassion and perseverance, embedding
these within everyday life at school. We believe that the emotional health and wellbeing
of the whole school community is fundamental to the ongoing success of our school.
We aspire to make our school a place of excellence where we educate, nurture and
value everyone; that ALL children will enjoy learning and achieve their potential.

‘Flourishing For All

This policy, as written, does not discriminate on any grounds, including, but not limited
to, age, disability as well as SEND, gender reassignment, gender identity, marriage
and civil partnership, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation.

‘Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love.’
Mother Teresa.
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1. Aims and Objectives

At Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge CE Primary School, Religious Education (RE) plays a
vital role in supporting our vision for children to "live life in all its fullness" (John 10:10).
Our RE curriculum reflects theologically rooted Christian principles, fostering spiritual,
academic, and social development. This policy outlines our commitment to delivering
high-quality RE that supports inclusion, respect, and understanding of diverse faiths
and beliefs.

Ours aims are:

- To nurture a respectful and inclusive environment where all children feel valued
and empowered to flourish.

- To enable children to develop their understanding of Christianity as a living and
diverse faith, rooted in scripture.

- To provide opportunities for children to explore "big questions" about life, faith,
and morality.

- To develop knowledge and respect for other religions, promoting harmonious
living in a diverse society.

- To create reflective and spiritually enriching experiences in line with our school
values of Respect, Responsibility, Compassion, Perseverance and Trust.

Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most
fundamental questions asked by people. At Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge C.E. Primary
School, we develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world
faiths, and we address the fundamental questions in life, for example, the meaning of
life and the existence of a divine spirit. We enable children to develop a sound
knowledge not only of Christianity but also of other world religions, especially those that
are the main faiths of children within our school. Children reflect on what it means to
have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help
the children learn from religions as well as about religions.

The aims of religious education are to help children:

- develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences;

- develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world
religions and value systems found in Britain;

- develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious
tradition;

- be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to
the fundamental questions of life;

- develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural
differences in Britain today;

- develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned
judgements about religious issues;

- have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society.

2 The Legal Position of Religious Education

Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988
Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is
compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are less than five
years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education
classes if they so wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given
written notice to the IEB (Interim Executive Board). The ERA also allows teachers to
refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their
intention to the IEB. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our
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school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship.
Our school RE curriculum is based on the Telford and Wrekin LA’s Agreed Syllabus,
supplemented with Understanding Christianity and it meets all the requirements set out
in that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the
religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the
same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions.

The two other religions taught in KS1 are Sikhism and Islam.
The three other religions taught in KS2 are Sikhism, Islam and Judaism.

3 Teaching and Learning style

We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching
in RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the
religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend
their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We
encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation to the themes
and topics studied in the RE curriculum.

Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own
experiences and extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We
use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to
develop their religious thinking. We organize visits to local places of worship and invite
representatives of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the children.

Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths
and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of
passage or festivals. Children discuss religious and moral issues by working
individually or in groups. Sometimes they prepare presentations and share these with
other members of the school in assemblies.

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing
abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching
the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways,
for example, by:

- setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of
responses;

- setting tasks of increasing difficulty

- grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each
ability group;

- providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child;

- using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of
children.

4 Curriculum Planning in Religious Education
Religious Education lessons integrate Theology, Sociology, and Philosophy to provide

a well-rounded understanding of faith and belief. RE is taught through sequential
planning that builds knowledge, skills, and concepts over time.
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We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Telford and Wrekin
LA’s Agreed Syllabus. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build
upon prior learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their
skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into
the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through
the school. We use the resources ‘Understanding Christianity’ as a basis for teaching
the Christian content of RE.

We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-term,
medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the religious education topics
studied in each term during each key stage. The RE subject leader works out this plan
in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group.

Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. The RE subject
leader and head-teacher keeps these plans on a regular basis.

The class teacher writes the plans for each lesson and lists the specific learning
objectives for that lesson.

5 Early Years

We teach religious education to all children in the school, including those in the
reception class.

In reception classes, religious education is an integral part of the topic work covered
during the year. We relate the religious education aspects of the children’s work to the
objectives set out in the Early Years Framework curriculum which underpin the
curriculum planning for children aged three to five.

6 Contribution of Religious Education to the Teaching of Other Subjects

Lessons across our curriculum are taught with the introduction of a key question to
answer by the end of the lesson. This is a recent development based on our new
curriculum since September 2024 and now needs to be consistently embedded to
support children’s ability to reflect think critically across the curriculum.

English

Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by
actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the
texts that we use in Reading sessions have religious themes or content, which
encourages discussion, and this is our way of promoting the skills of speaking and
listening. We also encourage the children to write letters and record information in
order to develop their writing ability.

Information technology (IT)
We use IT where appropriate in religious education.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship

Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and
moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we
contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We
also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by
teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by
promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to
appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society.
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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for
spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the
meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right
and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social
development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society.
Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing, they develop their
knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives.

7 Teaching Religious Education to Children with Special Educational Needs

All children participate in RE lessons and collective worship. There are no withdrawals
from RE or worship, reflecting our inclusive ethos. We celebrate diversity by ensuring
that children of all faiths feel represented and respected within our school.

In our school we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. The teaching of RE is a
vital part of our school curriculum policy, which states that we provide a broad and
balanced education for all our children. When teaching RE we ensure that we provide
learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties. We
take into account the targets set for individual children in their provision maps.

8 Assessment and Recording

We assess children’s work in religious education by making informal judgements as we
observe them during lessons; the responses and views they express with regard to
faith and lifestyle. We target one piece of work during a module for assessment. We
follow our school marking policy when making assessments in RE and expect
standards of written work to be as high as in English lessons.

RE displays, photographs, responses and reflections are captured to enable us to
assess pupils’ knowledge understanding and progress. Questions to support formative
assessment are built into our locally agreed syllabus and these are used to enable staff
to ensure pupils are making progress.

9 Resources

We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our religious
education teaching units. We keep resources for religious education in a central store
where there is a box of equipment for each world religion. There is a collection of
religious artefacts which we use to enrich teaching in religious education. The school
library has a good supply of RE topic books.

10 Monitoring and review

The RE coordinator is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work
and the quality of the teaching in religious education. She is also responsible for
supporting colleagues in the teaching of religious education, for being informed about
current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for
the subject in the school. The RE coordinator has specially-allocated time for carrying
out the important task of reviewing samples of the children’s work and visiting classes
to observe teaching in the subject.




