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Vision Statement 
 
Jesus said: ‘Love each other as I have loved you’. John 15:12 
 
Our school motto, ‘Living life in all its fullness’ is at the heart of everything we do and believe. 
 
At Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge C.E Primary School, we aim to prepare the children in our 
care to become well-rounded members of society on their journey through school life and 
beyond. 
 
We strongly believe that children learn best and achieve their full potential when they are 
happy and feel secure. We strive to provide a safe learning environment with a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere that fosters a sense of belonging among children, staff, families and 
the wider community. We value each individual’s uniqueness and diversity, promoting 
respect and acceptance of one another as equals and celebrating the differences that make 
our community so special. 
 
We have high expectations of the children, and we work hard to support them to become the 
best that they can be. For our children to flourish, socially and academically, we aim to 
provide an outstanding education that is both challenging and inclusive. All children are 
encouraged to embrace the many opportunities, and the support school provides, so that 
they become curious learners who are motivated and resilient with a ‘Can do’ attitude. Our 
aim is to provide the children of Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge with countless positive 
experiences, along with happy lifelong memories, from their time with us. We also have high 
expectations of attendance. We encourage families to be at school every day and to arrive 
on time in order to not miss any learning.  
 
Through our supportive and inclusive Christian ethos, we are proud to foster our school 
values of trust, responsibility, respect, compassion and perseverance, embedding these 
within everyday life at school. We believe that the emotional health and wellbeing of the 
whole school community is fundamental to the ongoing success of our school. 
We aspire to make our school a place of excellence where we educate, nurture and value 
everyone; that ALL children will enjoy learning and achieve their potential.  
 
‘Flourishing For All’ 
This policy, as written, does not discriminate on any grounds, including, but not limited to, 
age, disability as well as SEND, gender reassignment, gender identity, marriage and civil 
partnership, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation. 
 
‘Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love.’ Mother 
Teresa. 
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1. Policy Statement 
 
As a Church of England school within the Diocese of Hereford, our approach to RSE is 
rooted in Christian principles of love, dignity, responsibility, faithfulness and community. Our 
curriculum reflects the Church of England’s Vision for Education, the RSHE Principles and 
Charter and the diocesan commitment to dignity, wisdom, hope and community. We work 
closely with the diocese to ensure that our RSE provision is deeply Christian while 
welcoming pupils of all faiths and none. 
 
We aim to equip children with wisdom, compassion and understanding so they may build 
positive relationships and contribute to their communities. Our curriculum is age-appropriate, 
protective, scientifically accurate and reflects the Christian belief that every child is loved by 
God and valued equally. 
 

2. Aims 
 

The aims of this policy are to help children understand that they are valued, loved and worthy 
of respect. Through RSE we support them in developing healthy, safe, caring and positive 
relationships, and we teach the knowledge they need to make wise and safe decisions. The 
curriculum helps children understand their bodies, health, puberty and emotional wellbeing 
and prepares them for the changes they will experience. 

 

The RSE curriculum reflects our Christian values by promoting forgiveness, respect, 
responsibility and kindness. It encourages pupils to consider how to live well together in 
community and supports their spiritual, emotional, social and academic growth. 

Our approach respects diverse religious and cultural backgrounds as well as children with no 
religious belief. Teaching supports children in developing understanding, dignity and respect 
for different worldviews and ways of life. 
 

3. Statutory Requirements 
 

This policy meets the expectations of the:  

- Department for Education’s 2025 RSHE Guidance 

- Church of England’s Flourishing for All guidance 

- Church of England RSHE Charter 

- Equality Act 2010  

- Education Act 1996. 

 

In line with the 2025 guidance, puberty is introduced from Year 4 in an age-appropriate 
manner. Human reproduction is taught factually within Year 6 science only. Teaching on 
sexual intercourse is biological and scientific. Online harms such as grooming, coercion and 
explicit material are addressed in Upper Key Stage 2. Gender identity is not taught as fact, in 
accordance with DfE requirements. The school has shared curriculum sequencing with 
parents as part of statutory consultation. 

 

4. Curriculum Overview 
 
Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge C.E. Primary School uses Jigsaw PSHE 2025 as its primary 
programme for delivering RSE, following it as written and in accordance with DfE 
requirements. Jigsaw provides a structured, spiral curriculum that builds pupils’ knowledge 
over time and includes the components Connect Us, Calm Me, Open My Mind, Let’s Learn, 
Reflect and Celebrate. 
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The school has fully implemented all Jigsaw 2025 updates, including the removal of gender 
identity content, the revised placement of puberty and reproduction content, updated 
safeguarding language, vocabulary adjustments and revised illustrations. Project Evolve is 
used to complement this with online safety education. 
 
As a Church of England school within the Diocese of Hereford, our curriculum is shaped by 
Christian teaching that every person has dignity and worth. Pupils learn that relationships 
should reflect love, kindness, honesty, responsibility, forgiveness and respect. They are 
taught to value themselves and others and to live well together in community. 
 

5. Delivery of RSE 
 
RSE is taught by class teachers in safe, calm and respectful environments. Lessons begin 
with clear ground rules and opportunities for reflection. Teaching is factual and age-
appropriate, and children are given opportunities to ask questions sensitively. Teachers 
integrate Christian values of compassion, forgiveness, respect and love throughout 
discussions about relationships. 
 
The curriculum is inclusive of pupils of all faiths and none and lessons are adapted as 
needed to ensure pupils with SEND can access the content meaningfully. 
 
Appendix A details the coverage of the RSE curriculum across the school.  
 

6. Roles and Responsibilities 
 

The Headteacher ensures compliance with statutory guidance and diocesan expectations. 
The PSHE Lead oversees the curriculum, ensuring fidelity to Jigsaw 2025 and coherence 
with the school’s Christian vision.  
Teachers deliver the curriculum sensitively and respectfully.  
The IEB monitors implementation to ensure the policy remains aligned with RSHE guidance 
and Church of England expectations.  
Parents are valued as partners in RSE and are provided with full access to materials and 
opportunities to engage in consultation. 

 

7. Safeguarding and Confidentiality 
 
RSE supports safeguarding by teaching children that their bodies belong to them and that 
privacy, boundaries and consent are important. Children learn to recognise disrespectful or 
harmful behaviour and how to seek help from trusted adults. Staff do not encourage personal 
disclosures during lessons, and any safeguarding concerns are addressed in accordance 
with the school’s safeguarding procedures. 
 

8. Equality, Inclusion and Christian Ethos 
 
Our RSE curriculum reflects the Christian belief that every person is made in the image of 
God. It supports the dignity and worth of all children, including those from different religious 
backgrounds, cultures and family structures, and those with no religious belief. Teaching 
encourages understanding of different worldviews and supports children in learning how to 
respect and value individuals whose beliefs or experiences differ from their own. 
The school does not teach gender identity ideology but continues to promote kindness, 
fairness and respect for all. The curriculum is accessible to children with SEND and adapted 
where appropriate to ensure clarity and inclusion. 
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9. Right to Withdraw 
 
Parents may request to withdraw their child from the non-statutory elements of sex 
education. They may not withdraw their child from Relationships Education, Health Education 
or the science curriculum. Requests for withdrawal must be made in writing by completing a 
Withdrawal Request Form (Appendix B). A meeting will be arranged with the Headteacher to 
ensure understanding of the content and to discuss arrangements for alternative provision.  
 

10. Monitoring and Review 
 
RSE is monitored through lesson visits, pupil voice, staff discussions, leadership reviews and 
parent feedback. The PSHE Lead and Headteacher ensure that Jigsaw 2025 is delivered 
faithfully and that the curriculum remains aligned with DfE guidance and diocesan 
expectations. The policy is reviewed every two years or earlier if statutory guidance changes. 
 

11. Parental Engagement and Transparency 
 
In line with DfE guidance and the Church of England RSHE Charter, the school maintains full 
transparency with parents. All Jigsaw RSE materials are available to parents and units 
involving sensitive content are communicated in advance. Consultation with parents forms 
part of the policy review cycle. The school seeks to build trusting and supportive partnerships 
with all families. 
 
12. Jigsaw 2025 Compliance Statement 
 
The school confirms that all Jigsaw 2025 materials have been reviewed and approved for 
use in line with DfE RSHE Guidance 2025. Outdated or non-compliant resources have been 
removed. The school teaches Jigsaw exactly as written and uses no additional RSE 
schemes. Puberty content is taught at the recommended stages and reproduction content is 
taught solely through Year 6 science. No lessons include gender identity content. Jigsaw’s 
safeguarding guidance is followed in full. 
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Appendix A: Jigsaw 2025 RSE Curriculum Overview  
 

Year Group 
 

Relationships Unit Changing Me Unit 

Reception - Families, friendships and hurtful 
behaviour 
- Respect and cooperation 
- Privacy, boundaries and basic 
online safety 

Bodies, Respecting my body, 
Growing up, Growth and change, 
Fun and fears, Celebrations 

Year 1 Life cycles – animal and human, 
Changes in me, Changes since 
being a baby, Differences between 
female and male bodies (correct 
terminology), Linking growing and 
learning, Coping with change, 
Transition 

Year 2 Life cycles in nature, Growing from 
young to old, Increasing 
independence, Differences in 
female and male bodies (correct 
terminology), Assertiveness, 
Preparing for transition 

Year 3 Healthy friendships 
Conflict resolution 
Respecting differences 
Personal space 
Digital behaviour and online 
safety 
 

How babies grow, Understanding a 
baby’s needs, Outside body 
changes, Inside body changes, 
Family stereotypes, Challenging my 
ideas, Preparing for transition 

Year 4 - Puberty: factual and age-
appropriate introduction 
- Physical and emotional changes 
- Hygiene and self-care 
- Respecting privacy 
- Coping with change 
 

Being unique, Having a baby, Girls 
and puberty, Confidence in change, 
Accepting change, Preparing for 
transition, Environmental change 

Year 5 - Continued puberty teaching 
- Periods, erections and bodily 
changes 
- Emotional changes and regulation 
- Online pressures 
- Healthy choices 
 

Self- and body image, Influence of 
online and media on body image, 
Puberty for girls, Puberty for boys, 
Conception (including IVF), 
Growing responsibility, Coping with 
change, Preparing for transition 

Year 6 Science: 
- Human reproduction (biological) 
- Sexual intercourse (scientific 
explanation) 
- Conception, pregnancy and birth 
RSE / PSHE: 
- Consent and boundaries 
- Healthy and respectful 
relationships 
- Online risks: grooming, coercion 
and sexting 
- Transition to secondary school 
 

Self-image, Body-image, Puberty 
and feelings, Conception to birth, 
Reflections about change, Physical 
attraction, Respect and consent, 
Boyfriends/girlfriends, Sexting, 
Transition 



Relationships & Sex Education (RSE) Policy 

7 

Appendix B: Parent Request for Withdrawal from Non-Statutory Sex Education 
 

Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge Primary School 
 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) Withdrawal 
Request Form   
 

If you wish to withdraw your child from the non-statutory sex education 
content (e.g. human reproduction), please complete this form and 
arrange a meeting with the Headteacher to discuss your request. 
 
Child’s name:___________________________________________ 
 
Class/Year Group:  ______ 
 
Parent/Carer name: ______________________________________ 
 
Relationship to child: _____________________________________ 
 
I wish to withdraw my child from the following: _________________ 
 
 
[ ] Non-statutory sex education lessons (e.g. human reproduction in Year 
6) 
 
 
Reason for withdrawal (optional): 
 
 
Signed (Parent/Carer): ___________________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________ 
 
Headteacher signature (after meeting): ______________________ 
 
Date: __________________________ 
 


