
 

 

15th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 

School plan in response to the government announcement regarding a gradual reopening of 
schools. 

 
I am sure that many of you are aware of the government’s announcement regarding the gradual 
reopening of schools from the 1st June 2020. We know that many parents are concerned about 
the safety around returning to school and we understand that you may feel that you do not want 
your children to return to school yet. The government guidance states that pupils are ‘strongly 
encouraged’ to attend. However, this is not the same as attendance being mandatory and the DfE 
has been clear that parents will not be fined; schools will not be held to account for attendance 
figures during this period. 
 
Our highest priority is the safety and the wellbeing of children and staff. Any phased return needs 
to be managed with extreme caution and care so that all appropriate protective measures can be 
put in place; therefore, it is essential that we take a more gradual approach than the government 
has indicated. Recent guidance suggests slowly increasing numbers to manage all safety issues. 
We are currently looking at the measures and risk assessments that will need to be in place in 
order to provide the safest way of welcoming more children into school.  Consequently, it is 
unlikely that we will be able to have whole year groups back straight away.  
 
Pupils will attend school in groups of 10 and will be assigned one adult as their lead educator in 
line with the government recommendations. We aim to have a consistent timetable and provision 
so that parents and carers can return to work if required. We are currently proposing that year six 
be the first year group to attend school – initially one group at a time in order to manage social 
distancing requirements and to comply with government guidance on safety. In addition to these 
pupils, we will continue to welcome our pupils who are children of key workers or those in 
vulnerable groups.   
 
Over the next week, we will carry out a detailed risk assessment and establish key safety measures 
in line with government and local authority guidance. These will include arrangements for the 
beginning and end of school day. 
 
We would value your feedback as to how many parents of pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
are planning to send their children back to school. We would also appreciate parents who are key 
workers and children who are in vulnerable groups to let us know if they will be sending children 
to school this term.  Please email Caroline Hodgkins (caroline.hodgkins@taw.org.uk) if you plan to 
send your child in to school.  If your child is in Years 2 – 5 and you plan to send them in as a child of 
a key worker please provide a letter from your employer showing that your job is essential to the 
Covid-19 response and that you are unable to fulfil your role working from home. 
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We will be closed on the 1st June for a training day in order to establish safety measures and 
systems.  
 
These arrangements may change depending upon further guidance from the Government. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during this difficult time. 
 
Your sincerely 
 

 
 
Sue Blackburn 
Headteacher 
 
 


